




All animal bites must be reported by fax to (813) 272-7242 (HCHD Environmental Health) regardless of treatment provided as per Florida Administrative Code Chapter 64D-3. 

Wound care should be given according to standard practices whether or not PEP is recommended.    

If consultation is needed during business hours please call (813) 307-8059; after hours please call (813) 307-8000. 

Hillsborough County Animal Services may be contacted at (813) 744-5660 by victim to begin animal observation period or arrange for testing of dead animal.  
 

Rabies Post Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) Guidance 

Has the animal bite or 
scratch penetrated the skin; 

or has saliva entered an 
open wound or mucous 

membrane?  

Was the exposure from a 
raccoon, bat, fox, otter, 
stray cat, or stray dog? 

 

Rabies PEP MAY BE initiated 
(HRIG and vaccine)  

No exposure has occurred, 
treatment is NOT warranted 

 

Exposure to a high risk animal 
has not occurred; immediate 
Rabies PEP treatment is NOT 

warranted.  All other  
exposures will be evaluated on 

a case by case basis by the 
HCHD after receipt of bite  

report. 
 

Is the animal identifiable 
and at a known location; or 

is the animal carcass  
available for testing? 

Rabies PEP treatment should 
NOT be initiated until after 

completion of investigation or 
testing of biting animal.  

Was the bite on the face or 
neck of the victim? 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No No 

No 

No 

NOTE: 
Stray dog exposures are lower risk for rabies. 

Unless it is a child or severe bite to face or neck,  

rabies PEP is NOT recommended @ ER visit.  

 

Health Department will follow up with victim to  

discuss report and determine if PEP is  

recommended. 

 

*Be sure Health Department gets a bite report. 

*Many times dog can be located by Animal Services 

if victim can describe dog and location in which 

no PEP is ever warranted. 
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From:  
 

Date: 

Client’s Name: Parent/Guardian Name: 
 

Telephone Number: Mailing Address:  
 

 
Hillsborough County Health Department recommends you receive Rabies Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP) to include Humane Rabies Immunoglobulin (HIRIG) and Rabies vaccines immediately.  
 
Recommendation is based on our investigation that you were:  
 

  Exposed to a ____________, which tested positive for the rabies virus 

  Exposed to a high-risk wild animal e.g., Raccoon, Fox, Bat, Skunk, Otter, or unknown wild animal 
which could not be located. 

  Exposed to a domestic animal that we are unable to determine health status of at this time. 

   
Please seek medical attention and Rabies PEP treatment at the nearest emergency department. 
Subsequent Rabies vaccines may be scheduled at Florida Department of Health-Hillsborough 
Immunizations Clinic.  
You must obtain paperwork indicating the type of rabies treatment/vaccines received from the 
emergency department before continuing treatment at the Department of Health immunization clinic. 
 
 
 
 
Rabies Program Contacts between the hours of 8:00am- 5:00pm: 
Doug King (813) 559-4331 
Lindsay Albright (813) 559-4339 
For afterhours call (813) 307-8000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Florida Department of Health -Hillsborough is not responsible for any cost incurred from your 
physician or emergency department visit.  
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